Christmas card pin board: provided
once again for you to write one Christ-
mas card to all your friends at St
Michael’s and pin it up on the board.
You may like to make a contribution to
the chosen Christmas charity (Save the
Children) in recognition of the money
saved on multiple cards. Please pass
your envelope, marked ‘Save the Chil-
dren’, to Treasurer Rob, or put it in the
wall safe.

Postage stamps: don’t forget to save
the stamps from the cards that fall onto
your mat at home. Collection box at the
back of church for them for fundraising
by Oxfam.

Ryedale Community Foodbank
update: items needed for Christmas
packs: selection boxes, Christmas pud-
dings-(big and small), tins or bags of
chocolates, large teardrop tins of ham,
small tins of ham, Christmas cakes,
chocolate oranges & tins of salmon.

St Michael’s Church, Malton

The Church in the Market Place
We are a church, who invites and welcomes others,
to journey together, growing in our love of Christ
and deepening our relationship with Him.

ZOOM: the following services will be
available to watch on Zoom:

Installation service on Tuesday evening
Carols by Candlelight on Sun 21st
Midnight Eucharist on Christmas Eve
Parish Communion on Christmas Day

Carols by Candlelight: next Sunday
21st Dec at 6.30 pm. Our traditional
service of carols and readings telling
the story of the birth of Jesus in words
and music.

Christmas Eve Crib Service on
Wednesday 24th Dec at 3.30 pm.
Costumes available for every child.

No Open Doors Prayer Meeting
in December. The next meeting will
be on Monday |9th January at 2pm.

Adrian and Jezz send their best
wishes for a happy Christmas to all
their church family.

World Day of Prayer: would anyone
like to represent St Michael’'s at this
event! The late Nan Noble was our rep
and she was due to have a speaking part
in next year’s service on Friday 6th
March. The theme will be “I Will Give
You Rest: Come” and the service will be
prepared by the women of Nigeria. If
you are interested, please speak to Janice
Clark: clark.janice@gmail.com

Wednesday |7th December: on this
day in the church calendar we remember
Eglantyne Jebb (born 25 Aug 1876).
She was a British social reformer who
founded Save the Children at the end
of World War | to relieve the effects of
famine in Austria-Hungary and Germany.
This is the very charity we are support-
ing currently. She drafted the document
that became the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child. Eglantyne died in
Geneva on |7 Dec 1928, where she is
buried.

Items for Weekly Sheet to:
helen.shaw59@btinternet.com

During the Vacancy, either leave a
message on the church office ‘phone
(01653 692089) or contact Mike Rhodes
or Heather Williams. Phone numbers in
the Parish Address Book.

If anyone would appreciate a home visit
and/or home Communion over Christ-
mas, please contact Connie Clark. De-
tails in Parish Address Book.

Privacy Notice: seating in the side aisles is
designated a “video-free” area - out of range
of our cameras.

14th
December
2025

Please
silence
your
mobile
phone

Third

Sunday

Welcome to our service today
We welcome to Communion all baptized Christians.
Coffee is served after the Parish Communion service;
please stay for this and, if you are new to St Michael’s,
make yourself known to us.

Collect

O Lord Jesus Christ,

who at your first coming sent your messenger

to prepare your way before you: grant that

the ministers and stewards of your mysteries

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient

to the wisdom of the just,

that at your second coming to judge the world

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Prayer after Communion

Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life,

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,

we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen

of Advent I

Website: www.maltonbenefice.org.uk
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A big thank you to Revd Canon Veronica for coming to lead

our service today.

During Communion, the
choir will sing the Anthem :fj'
“'Wake, O wake with

tidings thrilling’ by J. S. Bach &
Hymn 37. At the end of the ser-
vice, Alison will play Chorale Prel-
ude on “From Heaven Above” by
Pachelbel.

HYMNS: 26, 34, *, 29

BENEFICE PRAYERS WEEK 10
Please pray for those who live or
work in these roads: Chaeapsides
Road, Dickens Road, Middlecave
Road, Rainbow Lane, Ryder Square
and Wheelgate Square.

Another big thank you to Janet &
her team for the last Sunday’s lona
service. |9 people attended and ap-
preciated the service on the theme
of Advent and also the tea and cake
afterwards.

And another big thank you: to
Connie & her team for running Tues-
day Tea in the week. || regulars
enjoyed refreshments & chat.

Yet another big thank you to eve-
ryone who helped with the extended
Coffee Stop last Saturday to coincide
with the Christmas Market in town.
At least two people who came in for
coffee then decided to come back on
Sunday morning to the Christingle ser-
vice. Thanks are also due to everyone
who enabled this much-loved service.

READINGS & DUTIES
Sunday 2I1st Dec at 10.45 am
Readings Isaiah 7. 10-16
Romans 1. I-7
Matthew [. 18-25
Duty Leader Mike Rhodes
Assistant Marg Rhodes
Sides-person Rosie Miller
Readers Helen Shaw
Heather Williams
Intercessions Alan Young

Chalice Helen Shaw
Coffee Clare Firth

Mark Davey
SERVICES

Parish Communion on Sundays at
9.30 am in church, except third Sun-
day of the month, when Parish Com-
munion starts at 10.45 am and Rise
& Shine (for families & children) is at
9.30 am. The All-Age service on the
first Sunday is a non-Eucharistic ser-
vice.

Holy Communion on most
Wednesdays at 10.30 am in church.
Tomorrow (15th) at || am: funeral
service in church for John Loseby.
Tuesday 16th at 7.30 pm: Revd,
Canon Walker’s Licensing & In-
stallation service. If you plan to
attend, please arrive by 7:15pm, so
that we can put out more chairs, if
required. We are expecting 60
guests (not counting people from St
Michael’s or St Mary’s). Thanks to all
who have volunteered to help on the
day or bake or source supplies.

Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like
the crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory
of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hand and make firm the
feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is
your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and
save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf un-
stopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; the burn-
ing sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jack-
als shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be
there and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall
be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the re-
deemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Isaiah 35. |-10

A reading from the letter of James

Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains.
You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the
Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. James 5. 7-10

Hear the Gospel of our Lord, according to Matthew

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples
and said to Jesus, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?
Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the
poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at
me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you
go out to see! Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in
royal palaces. What then did you go out to see!? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more
than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, “See, | am sending my messen-
ger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” Truly | tell you, among those
born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. Matthew 11.2-11
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