
Thank you to all contributors to this newsheet.    Contributions for the next one,  
which will be out in February 2026, would be very welcome!   janetcpatten@aol.com   

Notes from the Choir 

Having had a well-deserved break over the summer, both choirs and Alison 

are now back to their weekly patterns of rehearsals and services.  

The choristers joined with the adult choir to sing at the church’s Harvest 

Festival at the start of October, singing John Rutter’s anthem “Look at the 

World”, which is now a firm favourite with the choristers. (It should also be 

noted that the composer John Rutter celebrated his 80th birthday on the 

24th September. In order to mark this event more of the composer’s music 

will be sung at the Carol Service). 

Looking ahead, some of the members of the augmented choir will join  

forces with the adult choir on Sunday 2nd November for the Service of 

Light. Music performed will include by Tallis, Bach and Walford-Davies. 

November and December are always busy months in any church musician’s 

diary: this year is no exception. From Remembrance Sunday through to 

Christmas Day, there is lots of good music planned, complete with the  

Licensing of Canon Richard Walker, our new vicar, at which the choristers 

and adults from St Michael’s will join with the choir of St Mary’s for a joyous 

service at St Michael’s on Tuesday 16th December at 7.30pm. Both choirs 

are greatly looking forward to welcoming Richard into our musical midst. 

Advent Processional                

by Candlelight 

Sunday 30th November at 6.30pm 

Come and join us for 

Readings, anthems and hymns  

to celebrate the start of Advent 

 

 

 

 

Carols by Candlelight 

Sunday 21st December  

at 6.30pm 

Our traditional service of carols 

and readings  

telling the Christmas story in 

words and music. 
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A Joy and a Privilege 
 

During the first week of every month I take communion to members of 

our congregation.  
 

The wine and the bread (wafers) have been consecrated by a priest during 

a Eucharistic service, and are then kept in the church’s aumbry. The  

aumbry is the recessed cupboard, with lockable door, in the wall near the 

altar. It holds the consecrated bread and wine and the holy oils. There is a 

light above it to signify the presence of these elements. 
 

I count it a privilege to share Communion with frailer members of our  

congregation, whether at home, in Malton Hospital or in a nursing home. 
 

The joy comes in getting to know members of our church family who  

otherwise we don’t see. We appreciate the times of conversation and  

prayer. They are always interested in what is happening in church.  

It is good to bring them news of us all. The prayers for a new vicar have 

been fervent. 
 

At present there are five people whom I visit regularly.  May we hold them 

in our hearts and prayers. 
 

Connie Clark 

 
And he took bread, gave 

thanks and broke it, and gave 

it to them, saying, “This is my 

body given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.”  
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All Age Worship and Rise and Shine 

The All Age team are organising a Christingle service on 7th De-

cember at 9.30am 

Rise and Shine 

This term we have been exploring the parables that Jesus told 

through story, songs and games. 

It is a delight to see our little people and their families grow in their 

faith and their understanding  of the Bible. The relaxed approach 

enables all to participate and have fun together. Next month we are 

looking at the parable of the Blind Man  and then in December it 

will be our Christmas Rise and Shine. 

We are still in need of adults to join our team. If this is something 

you are interested in, please speak to Sue, Sam or Tracey. 
 

Special events for children and families: 

Light and Sparkle at Advent.  

Sunday 23rd November 4-6pm 

We are joining the Navigate kids for all things fun with torches, fairy 

lights, things that glow and  games in the dark as we begin to think 

about the light that came into the world at Christmas.  

                    All Age Christingle service   

   Sunday December 7th 9.30am  

We will be making Christingles at our  

All Age Christingle Service    

 All very welcome at this family friendly, sweet filled service! 

Christmas Eve Crib Service.        

Wednesday 24th December  3.30pm   

Calling all shepherds, kings and angels for our delightful  Christmas 

Eve Nativity Service. We have costumes for every child.       

Make this the real start to your family Christmas.  

 Diary Dates (check with the weekly pew sheet for any changes) 
 

November 
Sun 09 9.30am Parish Communion for Remembrance Sunday 
Tue 11 2.15pm Tuesday Tea 
Sat 15 Christmas Fayre in church 
Sun 16 9.30am  Rise and Shine informal family service  
  10.45  Parish Communion 
Sun 23 9.30am Lego church during Parish Communion 
  5pm  Navigate 
Sun 30 10.45am Advent Sunday Benefice Service at St Michael’s  
  6.30pm Advent Procession 
December 
Wed 03 6pm  Malton Town Council Civic Service  
Sun 07 9.30am All Age Christingle service  
  4pm  Iona style Service for Advent 
Tue 09 2.15pm Tuesday Tea 
Sun 14 9.30am Parish Communion  
Tue 16 7.30pm New Vicar licensing service 
Sun 21 9.30am  Rise and Shine informal family service  
  10.45  Parish Communion  
  6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 
Wed 24 3.30pm Crib service - Check time on pew sheet 
  11.30pm Midnight Eucharist 
Thu 25 9.30am Family Communion 
Sun 28 9.30am Lego church during Parish Communion 
January 2026 
Sun 04 9.30am All Age Worship  
  4pm  Iona style Service  
Sun 11 Joint Service at the Wesley centre in Saville Street  
Tue 13 2.15pm Tuesday Tea 
Sun 18 9.30am  Rise and Shine informal family service  
  CTSR service at Norton College 
Sun 25 9.30am Lego church during Parish Communion 
  5pm  Navigate  
February 
Sun 01 9.30am All Age Worship for Candlemas 
  4pm  Iona style Service  
Sun 08 9.30am Parish Communion  
Tue 10 2.15pm Tuesday Tea 
Sun 15 9.30am  Rise and Shine informal family service  
  10.45  Parish Communion 
Sun 22 9.30am Lego church during Parish Communion 
  5pm  Navigate  
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https://resources.christianaid.org.uk/
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Concerts in church 

  

9th November at 4pm  -  John Rutter’s Requiem 

Chanticleer Singers  Remembrance Concert 

 

 12th December at 7.30pm 

 Chanticleer Singers  Candlelit Carol Concert 

St Clement’s Festival  - 22nd November 2025 
 

We are very glad to be able to confirm that the St Clement’s Festival will go 

ahead as planned. This is because it is a Community organised event which 

doesn’t have to make a profit. The costs are covered by grants, local busi-

ness sponsorship and people giving their time and talents for free. 

This is the third year that this festival has run and as usual St Michael’s will 

be decorated by the amazing Malton and District Flower Club and will host 

the indoor musical events – see the programme below. Please note the 45 

minute lunch time break from 13:00 – 13:45.  

Refreshments will be served throughout the day and all donations will go to 

Church Funds. 

Do come along, it will be a very enjoyable day. Whatever the weather 

(remember last year’s storm?) the choirs and bands will be there to        

entertain you. 
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ALFRED MICHAEL (Corky) ELVY  

24 November 1934 - 29 September 2025 

A devout and sincere gentleman whose commitment to St Michael's Church 

was immeasurable. He died  rather appropriately on Michaelmas Day - the 

same day that he and his late wife Ann were married 63 years ago. 

 

Michael embraced all aspects of church life.  He was Churchwarden for 

many years, choir member, PCC member,  Editor of the Parish Magazine, 

hosted Bible Study groups, supported coffee mornings, fairs, church deco-

rating, spring cleaning and more. 

 

His wisdom and integrity were valued by so many of us and whenever any-

one else took over responsibilities, he would patiently encourage and men-

tor whilst they settled in. 

 

Michael had a lovely sense of humour and his recitation of monologues was 

a highlight of our  annual Summer concert.  Several of us now have the Stan-

ley Holloway book of monologues on our shelves!!!   

 

Often described as a man of 'sartorial elegance' with his trademark bow tie 

seemingly endless wardrobe and unique way of greeting people. 

 

His contribution to the wider community was no less impressive - rugby 

club member and supporter,  member of  Lions, 41 Club and a Scout Leader 

for which he was recently honoured. 

 

In his declining years he moved to be near his son Jonathan and family who 

supported him right up until his death.  His funeral has taken place but it is 

hoped that there will be a Memorial Service at St Michael's early in the  

New Year. 

  

RIP Michael 

Another longstanding member of the congregation, Nan Noble, also died recently.  

Over the years, Nan  was a sidesperson and on the flower rota.  She was especially 

good at welcoming people to the services. 

Jenny Loseby has also died.  Her funeral was an uplifting service of thanksgiving for 

a life well lived. 
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The next Iona style services will be at 4pm  on 

7th December,  4th January and 1st February 

Tea and cake afterwards 

Coffee Stop at St Michael’s – Saturdays 10am – 12 

Coffee Stop continues to provide hospitality to locals and tourists in the 

centre of Malton, whilst also supporting worthwhile causes. The charity we 

are currently supporting is ‘Save the Children’.  Save the Children was 

founded in London in 1919 by Eglantyne Jebb and her sister, Dorothy   

Buxton.  In the century since then, Save the Children organisations have 

been established in 29 nations around the world. Each of these members is 

part of the Save the Children Association. 

If anyone would like to help on the Coffee Stop Rota, please 

call into Coffee Stop or contact Heather Williams. You can 

do one day a year or 20, whatever suits you! New starters 

are always paired with an ‘old hand’ so don’t let inexperi-

ence stop you! 

Tuesday Tea  

Tuesday Tea will still be happening on the second Tuesday of each month, 

from 2.15 to 4pm.  Our regular guests really enjoy catching up, and it has 

been good to welcome visitors to the town around our table too. These 

afternoons are open to anyone, friends and locals alike.  We would love to 

welcome you. 

The Installation of the 106th Arch-

bishop of Canterbury, Sarah Mullally, 

will take place at Canterbury Cathe-

dral on Wednesday 25 March 2026.  

Bishop Sarah remains Bishop of Lon-

don until her Confirmation of Elec-

tion at St Paul’s Cathedral on 

28 January 2026, at which she will 

legally become the Archbishop of 

Canterbury.  Until then, as well as 

preparing to begin her ministry as 

Archbishop, Bishop Sarah is fulfilling 

her remaining commitments as   

Bishop of London. 

New Appointments 

The Revd Canon Liz Hassall has been 

appointed as the new Archdeacon of 

York.  Liz currently serves as Rector 

of the York City Centre Churches and 

Associate Area Dean of York. She has 

been Acting Archdeacon since April 

2025 and represents the Diocese of 

York on the Church of England’s Gen-

eral Synod.  Liz will be collated as 

Archdeacon of York in the coming 

months. Please join us in congratulating 

Liz on her appointment and praying for 

her as she steps into this important 

role. 
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Christmas Fayre                                                                                    

Saturday15th November in Church from 10 -12noon 

Set up will start at 2pm on Friday 14th, when help (especially from men!) 

will be most welcome to set up tables please. 

Volunteers can then set up and run stalls. 
 

Contributions for the following will be much appreciated: 

Prizes for Raffle and Tombola,   

Cakes, jams and pickles,  

Items for the craft stall, books and jigsaws. 
 

Other stalls include a Whiskey Wheel and guess the weight of the cake. 

There will be a childrens stall, which Tracey will be organising. 

Refreshments will include our popular bacon Butties. 

An ENORMOUS THANK YOU to Janet Rogers 

After 30+ years of working tirelessly for St Michael’s Janet has decided that 

it is time to stand back and let others take on her responsibilities. As she 

says ‘I’m not going anywhere just stepping back a little’ 

Janet has been on every rota going, be it cleaning, transport, Sunday duties, 

decorating the church and serving at Communion. This was all on top of 

her sacristan duties. She was always totally dependable and extremely   

efficient and made sure we never ran out of wine/wafers/candles/palm 

crosses etc. Wednesday’s 10:30 communion could not have been       

maintained throughout the vacancy without Janet’s unwavering            

commitment.  Not only has Janet worked hard, but she has done it with 

patience, kindness and generosity of spirit. 

Thank you Janet, from everyone in your loving church family. 

The Salvation Army are appealing for new toys or games suitable for 
any age up to 18. They will be distributed to families in need throughout 
Ryedale this Christmas. They are also requesting donations of Christmas 
wrapping paper and sticky tape. You can bring your donations along to 
any of our services up to the All Age service on 7th December, or drop 
them at the collection point in Morrisons. Even the smallest gift will make 
a big difference to a child this Christmas  

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/about-us/our-history
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work
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Rise and Shine and All Age worship 
 

All Age Worship 1st Sunday of the month 
Rise and Shine  3rd Sunday of the month 
                                     
All are welcome at 9.30am to these services. 

Since coming to worship at St Michael’s, Rachel Watson has been     

involved in the All Age and Rise and Shine services, and also with Navigate.  

We are thrilled that she has been accepted for ordination training.      

Here she tells us about her decision: 

Hello everyone, I am pleased to tell you that I have been selected to go forward 

for ordination training and I have been asked to tell you a little bit about my selec-

tion and studies. My decision to explore ordination was not a quick one. I believe I 

was called to ministry at the age of 16, so it has taken a long time for me to take 

these steps. Thankfully, God is patient! I have had the privilege of walking along-

side very wise and encouraging people from the diocese who have nurtured me 

and helped me to explore my calling. I have also had plenty of opportunities to 

'test' my calling by leading worship at St Michael's for which I am very grateful. I 

started my studies in September 2025. I am studying at the Mirfield site of St 

Hild College. My pathway is full time and I have a training parish in Strensall. I 

split my time between Mirfield and Strensall, ensuring I get a balance of studying 

and observing and being involved in parish ministry. I would appreciate your   

prayers for my studies and formation and please be assured that I am praying for 

everyone at St Michael's.  Go well. Rachel 

Navigate   

On the fourth Sunday of the month at 5pm.  Learning about the Christian 

faith through activities, games and worship. For young people aged 11-18. 

Lego church continues on the fourth Sunday of the month during 

the Parish Communion service. and some of our children have loads 

of fun when the Lego comes out once a month!  
Ceri Smith 
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Eco Church – Global Warming here in Yorkshire 

 

‘To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and 

sustain and renew the life of the earth’ 

This summer we have seen that the consequences of Global Warming are 

being felt now, here in Yorkshire. If we thought that climate change was a 

problem for others, or for the future, the last two years should have made 

us think again. As average temperatures rise, weather systems have become 

more erratic. In the UK, 2024 was very wet resulting in flooding and poor 

harvests. 2025 has been very hot and dry resulting in drought and wildfires. 

In fact, it has been so bad this year that UK farmers are reporting that this 

harvest is their second worst on record.  

It seems very odd then that the leaders of two political parties are saying 

that we should produce more fossil fuels and give up on the Net Zero    

target as it is ‘impossible’ to achieve. But is achieving the target really      

impossible? I checked with the politically independent Climate Change  

Committee (CCC). (This committee monitors Governments’ progress   

toward Net Zero by setting interim targets.) According to the CCC the UK 

has met all interim targets set so far and the UK IS ON TARGET for Net 

Zero by 2050 but only if it sticks to its plans and maintains its ambition. 

According to the previous Archbishop of Canterbury “the climate emergency 

is the greatest challenge that we and future generations face” and in a recent 

speech Pope Leo called for greater action from citizens the world over on 

climate change, saying there was no room for indifference or resignation. 

Should we be guided by our Christian leaders or by politicians desperately 

seeking power? Now more than ever, we must  

‘strive to safeguard the integrity of creation’.  

Men’s Breakfast 

Continues at 8am on the last Saturday of each month     

Fellowship and Food 
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An end to the Vacancy from the Churchwarden 

Licensing and Installation Service of The Rev Canon Richard Walker. 
 

What a joy it is to be preparing for this service! The Church Wardens of  

St Mary’s and St Michael’s have agreed that, given the time of year, it will 

take place at St Michael’s.   

 

The Date is the 16th December, Time 7:30. You are all invited! 

 

This may seem a long way off but we need to wait until the Vicarage  

renovations are complete so that Richard and his wife Elizabeth can move 

in. The Licensing will be carried out by Bishop Flora and the Installation by 

Acting Archdeacon Liz.  

During the service the choirs of St Mary’s and St Michael’s will join  

together with the congregation to ‘Make a joyful noise’ to welcome in our 

new Priest-in Charge. Light refreshments will be available after the service. 

For those of you who don’t want to venture out at night, the service will 

be available live on Zoom, just use the same link as you use for our weekly 

services. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88345912279?

pwd=ow9YEBKOnSup0aocKrObZXFcViwDeo.1 

  

Meeting ID: 883 4591 2279 

Passcode: 206611 

 

Thank you all, at St Mary’s and St Michael’s, for your prayers and your hard 

work during this vacancy. I’m sure you will warmly welcome Richard and 

Elizabeth to our church family and continue to support and pray for them 

as they take on this new challenge. 

Weekday service 
There is a said Communion Service on most Wednesdays at 10.30am, 
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A message from our new Vicar 

I am delighted to have been appointed as your new vicar and am very 

much looking forward to getting to know you all and discovering more 

of what God has in store for us. Let me introduce a bit about myself: I 

am married to Elizabeth, and we have three wonderful children and a 

lovely son-in-law (all grown up and flown the nest). In my spare time I 

love walking and the outdoors, history and archaeology, and anything to 

do with geology and fossils! I hail from Bridlington where my Christian 

life started at the Priory, serving there as a chorister for 10 years before 

becoming the organist at a neighbouring Anglican church. These early 

foundations inspired my faith in Jesus, and a deep love for the Eucharist 

and choral worship. After a 13-year career as a wastewater scientist, I 

followed God’s call to priestly ministry, a call that I had felt since my late 

teens and went on to train at Cranmer Hall in Durham. Ordained at 

York Minster, I served my curacy at St. Marys, Scarborough and then 

became vicar of the rural benefice of Elloughton and Brough with    

Brantingham near the Humber Bridge.  

I have always had a passion to see people grow in their vocation and 

Christian discipleship and subsequently became the Archdeaconry  

Training Adviser, alongside being vicar of St. Nicholas Church in       

Beverley. Following this, I returned to St. Mary’s Scarborough as vicar 

with an emphasis on mission, civic ministry and ecumenical partnerships. 

For the last two years, I have served as the DDO in the Diocese of 

Chester, journeying alongside those exploring a call to ordained ministry, 

and as Canon Diocesan living and working as part of the clergy commu-

nity at Chester Cathedral. My particular interests are preaching and the 

application of theology to everyday life, pilgrimage and holy places. We 

are very much looking forward to returning to Yorkshire and being a 

part of the community here and are thrilled to be joining you in         

December.  

With blessings and prayers for the coming weeks,  

Richard. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88345912279?pwd=ow9YEBKOnSup0aocKrObZXFcViwDeo.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88345912279?pwd=ow9YEBKOnSup0aocKrObZXFcViwDeo.1

